Uses of scapular island flap in pediatric axillary burn contractures [correction of conractures].
Pediatric axillary post-burn contractures one of the most challenging problems which follow treatment of the upper extremity burns. We preferred to use scapular flaps for surgical treatment of pediatric axillary contractures instead of skin grafting or Z-plasties. In this clinical study we present 13 pediatric cases treated with scapular island flaps. In pediatric scapular flap cases, the technique which we used was to extend the flap's pedicle dissection was continued to the level of bifurcation of subscapular artery. Bypassing the flap triangular space allowed us to cover the anterior part of the axillary contractures. We observed that the scapular flap repairs have many benefits to skin grafting including no recurrence of contracture and stable coverage of the shoulder joint. The other advantages of scapular island flap are that the donor site is closed primarily, and it provides an adequate amount of pliable skin while not compromising the function and range of motion of joints. In conclusion, the island scapular flap is a good choice for reconstruction of various axillary contractures in pediatric population.